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a 
General Summary of sews, 





EUROPE. 

The triumphant success of the friénds of humanity in car- 
rying their measure for a revisiog\of the Criminal Law, in op- 
position to such unfeeling advocates for its efficacy as my Lord 
Castlereagh and Mr. Canning, who would rather indulge in 
bitter sarcasms on “the revered and ruptured Ogden,” and “the 
cribbed, the cabined, the confined O’Halloran,” than wipe 
away one tear from the eye of hopeless misery, or blot out 
one stain that sullied the purity of our legal system ;—this tri- 
umph of humanity over the advocates of cruelty in its worst 
form, must we think be hailed with exultation, not enly by 
every lover of his country, but by every friend of the human race. 


In a late Number of the Pamphieteer, in which are in- 
cluded the essays and shorter writings of all the distinguished 
men of the age; is a very luminous and interesting Paper, writ- 
ten by Basil Montague, Esq. and entitled “Some Inquiries 
réspecting the punishment of Death for crimes without violence.” 
It is luminous, inasmuch as all the authorities, ancient and mo- 
dern, that could be cited on the subject, are brought under 
one view, for illustration and comparison; and interesting, as 
mich from the talent displayed on both sides of the question, 
as from the high and paramount impertance of the subject. 


At the present moment, when this topic has justly such 
a strong claim on public consideration, we cannot perhaps 
erform a more useful task, nor certainly one more agreeable 
in every respect to ourselves, than to lay before our readers 
(more particularly as the work itself is of very recent date, and 
in the hands of but few persons in India,) such portions of 
these Inquiries as may tend to strengthen our gratitude to those 
illustrious Statesmen who have succeeded in at length forcing 
the attention of the Parliament to the reform desired, and to 
impress us with a due sense of the importance of the benefits 
likely to be attained by them for society at large. 


The progress of knowledge respecting sanguinary punish- 
ments, which began in the year 1651, and from thence slowly 
advanced, has of Jate rapidly increased. 


The following is a list of eminent authors and statesmen, 
who have been advocates for a mitigation of sanguinary pu- 
nishments ; with a list of the members of Parliament who have 
supported and opposed the punishment of death, for privately 
stealing to the amount of five shillings, or stealing to the a- 
mount of fdfty shillings from a dwellirg. 





Writers in favour of the Mitigation. 
Sit Thomas More . «. 1520 | Samuel Chudleigh . . i651 
Erasmus . . ~. ~- ~- 1520 | Baron Montesquieu. . 1750 
Sir Walter Raleigh . . 1611 | Dr. Johnson . . « « 1751 
Sir Edward Coke . . 1620 | Sir W. Blackstone . . 1758 
Lord Bacon .. . .~ 1620 | Oliver Goldsmith . . 1760 
Chillingworth . . ~ 1640 Becesria « « « o « 1G 








Voltaire . . . . . 1770] Chatles James Fox . . 1783 
Eden . . . + + » 1775 | William Pitt . . . «1786 
Mercier Franklin . . . . « 1787 
Pinsl =. fc te > 27OD) Peters’ . te ld eS 
Sir S. Romilly . . . 1784] Bradford . . . . . 1798 
Gilbert Wakefield Bentham .. .. ~. 1799 
Howard - + + »« « 1785 | Thomas Clarkson . . 1809 
William Cowper Dr. Samuel Parr - » 1809 
Turner . . . . « . 1785 | William Roscoe 

Lord Ashburton . . . 1785 | Sit James Mackintosh . 1811 


Speakers in favor of the Mitigation. 
Mr. Abercrombie. Mr. Marryatt. 
Sir John Anstruther. Sir Ralph Milbank. 
Mr. Canning. Mr. Morris. 
Lord Erskine. Sir John Newport. 
Sir William Grant. Lord Nugent. 
Lord Grenville. Sir A. Piggott. 
Lord Grey. Mr. Ponsonby. 
Lord Holland. Sir Samuel Romilly, 
Mr. Horner. Mr, Wm. Smith. 
Marquis of Lansdowne. Lord Suffolk. 





Lord Lauderdale. Mr. Whitbread. 
Mr. Macdonald. Mr. Wilberforce. 
Sir James Mackintosh. Mr. C. W. Wynne. 


Let us follow the progress of opinion: first through the 
writings of the illustrious men, who have lent their names to so 
glorious a cause, and then through the speeches of those whe 


have expressed their sentiments on it in the senate of their 
country. 


Dr. Johnson.—In his admirable Essay on Capital Punish- 
ments, Johnson says, He who knows not how often rigorous 
laws produce total impunity, and how many crimes are concealed 
and Seen, for fear of hurrying the offender to that state in 
which there is no repentance, has conversed very little witk 
mankind, And, whatever epithets of reproach or contempt 
this compassion may incur from those who confound cruelty 
with firmness, I know not whether any wise man would wish it 
less powerful or less extensive. 


Sir W. Blackstone.—In his Commentaries on the Laws of 
England, this writer says, Yet, though in this instance we may 
glory in the wisdom of the English law, we shall find it more 
difficult to justify the frequency of capital punishment to be 
found therein, inflicted (perhaps inattentively) by a multitude 
of successive independent statutes, upon crimes very different 
in their natures. te is a melancholy truth, that, among the va- 


riety of actions which men are daily liable to commit, no less 
than a hundred and sixty have been declared, by act of parli- 
ament, to be felonies without benefit of clergy; or in other 
words, to be worthy ef instant death. So dreadful a list, in- 
stead of diminishing, increases the number of offenders. The 
injured, through compassion, will often forbear to prosecute; 
juries, through compassion, will sometimes forget their oatlis‘ 











and ei‘ er acquit the guilty or mitigate the nature of the offence ; 
and judges, through compassion, will respite ene half of the 
convicts, and recommend them to the royal mercy. Among so 
many chances of escaping, the needy and hardened offender 
overlooks the multitade that suffer; he boldly engages in some 
desperate attempt, to relieve his wants.or supply his vices; and, 
if unexpectedly the hand of justice overtakes him, he deems 
himself peculiarly unfortanate, in falling at last a sacrifice to 
thoféd laws, which long impunity has taught him to contemn. 


Beccaria.—What right have men to cut the th*nats of their 
fellow-creatures? Certainly not that, on which the sovereignty 
ahd laws are founded. The laws are only the sum of the smallest 
possible portion of the private liberty surrendered by each indivi- 
dual, and represent the general will, which is the aggregate of 
that each individual. But did any one ever choose to resign to 
others the right of taking away his life? Can it be supposed, 
that in the smallest possible portions of the liberty of each sa- 
crificed to the good of the public, is comprised the greatest of 
all goods, life? And even admitting this to be the case, how is 
seis principle to be reconciled with the maxim which prohi- 
bits suicide? Either man must have a right to dispose of his 
own life, or he must be incapable of transferriag to another, or 
to an entire society, what he does not himself possess. 


The punishment of death is not authorised by any right. I 
have demonstrated that no such right exists. It is therefore a 
war of a whole nation against a citizen, whose destruction they 
consider as necessary, or at least useful to the general good. 
But, if 1 can further demonstrate that such a measure is neither 
necessary nor useful to that good, I shall have gained the cause 
of humanity. 


Franklin—The power over human life is the sole prero- 
gative of him who gave it. Human laws, therefore, rise in 
rebellion against this prerogative, when they transfer it to hu- 
moan hands. 


There was a time, when the punishment of captives with 
death or servitude, and the indiscriminate destruction of peace- 
able husbandmen, women, and children, were thought to be 
essential to the success of war, and the safety of states. But 
experience has taught us, that this is not the case. 


The case of a civil ruler and his subject is much like that 
of a father and his minor son. If the son behave himsef un- 
seemly, the father may correct him. If, after all due admoni- 
aidns and corrections, the son should rove to be incorrigible, 
thé father may expel him from his family ; and he may disinherit 
him: but he must not kill him. All civil poyeemes origina- 
ted in families. The father of the family had a natural right of 
jurisdiction over his descendants, and an acquired right, on ac- 
count of the su and protection afforded them during their 
infancy and chit hood. And, by the alliance or union of many 
families, it became national. But the stream cannot rise higher 
than the fountain. If no father have a right to inflict the pu- 
nishment of death on his minor son for any crime, then a million 
of fathers would have no right, by themselves, or by their re- 
presentatives, to do it. In such ‘case, numbers, power, and 
subtitution, considered either severally or jointly, cannot create 
or increase a right. And Ibumbly conceive, that the rightful 
jurisdiction of the civil magistrate over any member of the 
community, never can rise higher than that of a father over his 
son during his minority. 

In the next place, I will consider what the scripture says 
concerning this barbarous custom of shedding the blood of our 
own species. The sixth commandment says, “ Thow shalt not kill. 
Or in other words, Thou shalt not take away the life of any 
hutnan being. This commandment requires the preservation, 
and forbids the taking away of our own life, or the lives of 
otliers. It had no exception or proviso annexed to it when it 
was given; and needs none to make it perfect and complete, 





In order to establish the rizht of punishment, it is necessa- 
ry to suppose that men asa body ave consented to put their 
lives in competition wit! a horse, a cabhoge, or a piece of me- 
tal: a supposition too adsurd to deserve a serious answer. 

Let us, however. admit such’a supposition, since the ad- 


vocates for punishment of death have and can have no other 


pretext; let us argu. as if we had somewhere read this incon- 
ceivabie contract, as if each of us did not hear the voice of 
reason and nature crying aloud against its possibility ; in a word, 
let us take it for granted, that men have with one accord made 


this convention among themselves; yet it would be no less un- 
just and nugatory. 


I say that it would be unjust, because it would be dispro-: 
portionate, and would confound all the relations of things. 


I say that it would be void, because it could only be the 
fruit of folly, and because folly does not constitute right. It 
would be void also, because it is not in any man’s competence 
to dispose of his life, since-this does not belong to him, and no 
one can transfer a right,which. he has not.* 


To prove still more¢learlythe absurdity of this imaginary 
compact, let us suppose it to be'made between two men in our 
own time, and that he who had made himself liable to the pe- 
nalty should appeal to one of our tribunals to release him from. 
it. Is there a judge in the world that would dare to enforce: 
the execution of it? Would it not be null in itself, because it 
would imply an immense punishment for the privation of a sim- 
ple convenience? Would it not be pronounced to be a viola- 
tion of the first principles of sound morality? But this view de- 
cides the question: for an agreement that would be void be- 


} tween two men is no less so between a million, and the consent 


of a whole nation cannot alter the essential nature of things. 


We may conclude then from all that has been said, that 
the right of inflicting the punishment of death no where exists ; 
that the laws which inflict this punishment are as unjust as they 
are barbarous, and that every time they are carried into execu- 
tion, ap outrage is committed against human nature. I know. 
well enough that such are not the sentiments of tyrants and exe 
ecutioners, but they are the sentiments of truth and reason. 


Jeremy Bentham.—The punishment of death is not popu- 
lar, it becomes less and less so every day; in proportion as men’s 
understandings are enlightened, or their manners softened. 
The populace run to an execution; but this eagerness, which 
at first seems so disgraceful to humanity, is not owing to the 
pleasure of beholding the unfortunate suffer in the agonies of 
death; it is nothing more than the desire to be strongly roused 
by a tragical exhibition. There is however a single exception, 
in which capital punishment is popular, and that in the highest , 
degree, namely, in the case of murder. The public sentiment 
seems founded on the analogy between the crime and the pun- 
ishment, en the principle of revenge, and perhaps also on the 
terror excited by the character of the criminal. ‘ Blood will 
have blood,’ and this act of retaliation seems conformable to 
natural justice. In all other cases, generally speaking, the pun- 
ishment of death is unpopular, and this unpopularity produces 
different dispositions, all equally contrary to the ends of justice 
—a disposition in the injured party not to prosecute culprits 
from a reluctance to bring them to the scaffold—a disposition 





* Men certainly are not proper masters of. their own lives. - 
This truth has been so generally recognised by lawgivers, that in 
almost all countries suicides are stigmatised. The laws in this 
case are absurd, Iknow; butitis not because they are not just, 
but because they are ineffectual. In fact, if it be the fear of pain 
which gives laws their force, with what evil is it possible to threat- 
en him td whom life itself is an evil? and after the suicide has ef- 
fected his purpose, on whom is the punishment to fall? Legislators 
are not aware of the injury they do to wise laws, when they pro- 
muigate.Jaws that are senseless. They thus accustom the people 


| to despise the laws, and.it is easy to pereciye the consequence, 
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in the public to favor their escape—a disposition in the witness- 
es to withhold their evidence or to sotten it—a disposition in 
the judge to favor the accused through compassion. Now all 
these dispositions, contrary to the intent of the legislator, throw 
the greatest uncertainty over the ex«cution of the laws; not to 
insist that the respect due to them is as it were lost when it 
seems meritorious to elude them. 

Poulson.—In the formation of a man, God was gtaciously 
pleased to endow him with certain rights (such as his life, his 
conscience, his day of probation, &c.) which are wnalienable. A 
man may transfer a right to another to control his person—to 
regulate his conduct—to exact his services—and to receive the 
profits of them. And for these transfers he may receive an equi- 
valent. But no man can transfer his hfe to another, nor a right 
to take it from him. Life, in the sense of the question, is the 
union of soul and body; and death, the dissolution of that union. 
Nothing can pass to the purchaser by such dissolution: and no 
equivalent can be received. No man hath a right te destroy his 
own life; his own to preserve, but not to transfer, nor to des- 

troy. “ What God hath joined, let no man put asunder.” Suicide 
is a great crime !—But many persons will readily grant, that no 
man in his private capacity had a right to take away the life of 
another fer any crime; yet they say that our legislative and ex- 
ecutive bodies have aright to do it. We will inquire whence 
they derive this right. Suppose each town in the state to con- 
tain 200 freemen, with a right to choose two .-°C™ 
to represent them in the General Assembly. will allow, 
that these representatives are invested by the freemen 
with full power of substitution. But no man. can invest 
another, as his attorney or representative, with a right which. 
he himself does not A. cannot, by substitution, in- 
vest B. with a right to sell the farm of C. Suppose the right 
of each freeman in this state, of taking away the life of another 

erson, to be represented by a cypher, (as well it may be,) Lask, 
ie many of these cyphers will make an unit. If no freeman in 
this state has a right to destroy his own life, or the life of any 
other human being; then all the freemen assembled together 
would have no right to do it; and they could not delegate to 
any person or persons, a right to: do it for thent: for no 
delegated person can have more right than all his constituents. 
Besides, in all civil societies, men give up to the public only a 
part of their natural rights, for the purpose of more effectually 
securing those rights which they retain to themselves. They 
always give up the less and retain the greater. But if they 
could and should give up their lives, they would give up 
all and retain none. In this place it ought to be remem- 
bered, that it is incumbent on my opponents to prove, that 
the commission, which our civil tribunals receive from the Ge- 
neral Assembly, gives them a rightful jurisdiction over the life 
of men. It appears to me, that I have said as much as can be 
reasonably expected from the negative side of the position. [I 
consider the case as béing cognizable, only, before a higher 
court. And-until they can show a commission from God, the 
sole Arbiter of life and death, specially directed to them or to 
all civil magistrates, investing them 'with a jurisdiction over the 
human life, I shall question their right ‘of taking away the life 
ef any human being. 

Let us examine, after these united testimonies of great and 
able writers, the sentiments of the principal public speakers on 
this important question. 

In.the year 1810 Sir Samuel Romuel Romilly submitted to 
the consideration. of parliament, a bill for the abolition of the 
punishment of death for stealing to the amount of five shillings 
privately from a shop. The following are extegacts from the 
debates in the two houses of parliament. 

Sir Samuel Romilly—From Sir Stephen Jansen’s tables, it 
appears, that there were convicted at the Old Bailey, of shop- 
lifting and other offences of the same nature, in the period 
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from 1749 to 1771, 240 persons, and of thesé no less than 109 
were executed. What has been the number of persons cons 
victed of those offences within the last seven years, does not 
appear; but from the tables published under the authority of 
the secretary of state, we find that within that period there 
were committed to Newgate for trial, charged with the crime 
of stealing in dwelling-houses, 599 men and 414 women; and 
charged with the crime of shoplifting, 506 men and 353 
women: in all 1872 persons, and of these only one was execu» 
ted. 


Master of the Rolls.—It is clear that the law and the prac» 
tice are at total variance with each other. The law says that 
the punishment of death shall be inflicted for stealing to the 
amount of 40 shillings in a dwelling-house.. The practice says 
it shali not be inflicted. 


Mr. Wilberforce.—It has been admitted, that of 1872 per= 
sons convicted of this offence, one only has been executed. 


Mr. Canning.—Upon the next topic, whether the certainty 
of the punishment is not diminished by the opinion entertained 
of its severity, there is one fact which seems to be admitted as 
indisputable; I mean, that the punishment awarded by the 
Statute is inflicted upon a very few of the offenders who are 
committed for trial: unless 1 am mistaken, it is-not inflicted 
upon one in a thousand. 


Lord Erskine.—It must be admitted by those who opposed’ 
the bill, that the punishment of death, inflicted by the statute 
of William, was in no instance carried into execution: and the 
instances, if any should occur, must be rare, where the severity 
could be applied: He remembered, when he had the honor of” 
being consulted as one of his majesty’s advisers, that it would 
have been impossible, he believed, for any conviction for this. 
offence to. have come under their consideration, which would 
have reconciled his mind to have advised His Majesty to carry 
the law into execution.. 

Lord Lauderdale.—No man can deprecate more:than I do, 
a system of speculative legislation; but what will your lord- 
ships say of a law which, in the course of seven years, has 
been only once put into execution ? 

Sir J. Newport —It is a system which m theory outrages: 
humanity, is- in opposition to the general fectings of the civi« 
lised world; arid is incapable of practical application: The 
theory of our law, and the practice of. our nation, are at direct 
variance with each other. 

Sir S. Romilly—According to the practice which now. 
prevails, this most important discretion is constantly assumed 
by persons to whom'the constitution has not intrusted it, and 
to whom it certainly cannot with the same safety be intrusted; 
by prosecutors, by juries, and by witnesses. Though for those 


_ thefts which are made capital by law, death is seldom in pfac- 
tice inflicted; yet as it is the legal ‘appointed punishment, 


prosecutors, withessés, and juries, consider death as that 
which, if it will not with certainty, yet possibly may be the con« 
sequence, of the séveral parts which they have to act in the ju- 
dicial proceeding: and they act their parts accordingly, though: 
they never can, in this indirect way, take upon themselves to 
prevent the execution of the law, without abandoning their: 
duty; and in’ the case of jurymenand witnesses, without a viola-- 
tion of their oaths. 

Sir S. Romilly said, the fact undoubtedly was, that persons 
robbed submitted patiently to the wrong, because they appre-- 
hended that a complaint might cost the offender his life; that 
this most frequently happened wm those offences. which are con- 
sidered as the most aggravated of any that come within the: 
description—the robbery by servants-of their master’s proper- 
ty;—how many persons are there who think that the loss of | 
their property is nothing when compared with the evil of hay- 
ing the rest of their days embittered by the recollection thas: 
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they had sent to die by the hands of the executiofter, a fellow- 
creature with whose countenance they had been familiar, and 
who had been for years attending them, and doing them offices 
of kindness! That it was not prosecutors only, but witnesses 
and jurors, who were deterred by the severity of the law, from 
a just discharge of their duty. That jurors were in the habit, 
to avoid the severe penalty of the law, of acting in violation 
of the sacred oaths they had taken, and of finding verdicts 
against the clearest evidence. 


Sir J. Newport.—Instances of this occur daily; and are, I 
make no doubt, in the recollection of many gentlemen now 
present. To one, amidst many, I will request a moment's at- 
tention. Some years ago an act was passed in Ireland by 
which it was made a capital felony to cut down a tree by day 
or night. A gentleman who dedicated much of his property 
and most of his time to agricultural improvements; who had 
planted much, and was much attached to his plantations, was 
the first to rejoice at this additional security to his property; 
and having, before the act passed, suffered much from these 
depredations, he again and again declared, that, in the event 
of detecting any offender, the law should be put in force. An 
occasion soon occurred. An offender was detected in the very 
act of destroying his plantations, and was committed for trial 
at the ensuing assizes. I well know what my friend endured 
upon that ovcasion:—I had the happiness of his friendship, and 
the honor of his confidence ;—he was a man of the highest 
worth, and of undaunted public spirit; he never relaxed in his 
resolution to enforce the law; he prepared to proceed, and did 

roceed to the assize town, but there his fortitude at last failed: 
he declared that after the most agonising deliberation, he could 
not reconcile to his notions of justice the propriety of being 
the cause of the unitimely death of a fellow-creature for hav- 
ing cut down atree. My worthy friend afterwards stated to 
me, that, great as he considered the injury to society in suffer- 
ing the criminal to escape with impunity, yet he could not be 
instrumental in procuring his condemnation, even though the 
crown might remit the punishment. Such was the mode in 
which a man, far above the weaknesses likely in most cases to 
interfere, decided. This, Sir, is the way in which every man 
who possesses the common feelings of man’s nature, must de- 
cide in cases where there is not any proportion between the 
crime and the punishment. But the baneful effects of severe 
laws are not confined to the minds of prosecutors alone. They 
have a sensible influence upon the offenders themselves, who 
calculate upon the chances of escape, from their knowledge 
that many of their companious have eluded the law, not only 
by the unwillingness of prosecutors to proceed, but by the 
dispositions of juries to decide, as it is called, in favor of 
mercy:—ought laws thus to remain a dead letter?—ought this 
perjury, however it may be sanctioned by the motives, to be 
encouraged ?—The honorable gentleman, unmindful of the evil 
attendant upon this lenity of juries, has adduced it as an argu- 
ment in his justification for opposing the bill, when it is one of 
the strongest reasons for supporting the salutary measure. 
Every legislature should well consider the importance of not 
encouraging any relaxation of those moral obligations, upon 
which the high feeling, the happiness, and the virtue of society 
so'much depend, Perjury can never be justifiable, whatever 
be the motive ; and of all perjury, that of a jury is most tobe 
dreaded. 


Lord Suffolt.—To the general principles upon which the 
present bill is brought forward, | most cordially assent; but I 
I am more thoroughly induced to give it my support, upon the 
particular argument urged by my noble friend, namely, that 
the excess of the punishment deters the injured from prosecut- 
ing the guilty. My lords, I cannot doubt the truth of this ar- 
gument, for I am myself an humble instance of its force. It 
happened to me, my lords, about four or five years since, to 
eave my house in town for the purpose of going into the 








country. An old and faithful servant was left in the care of it 

till my return. In about four or five days I came to town again, 

and found, to my surprise, that my servant had fled during my 

absence, carrying off with her a considerable quantity of plate 

and other property. Now, my lords, there were many causes 
which operated with me to abstain from prosecuting this unfor- 
tunate woman. She was aged, and the course of nature had 
already marked her by many infirmities for a speedy but natu- 
ral dissolution—she had been the dupe of a designing villain, 
who instigated her to the theft—she was friendless and she was 
poor. My lords, public duty pointed out the course I ought to 
take. I knew I ought immediately to go before a magistrate, 
who would have committed her for trial—I must have appeared 
in a court of justice, as the prosecutor against her, and have 
embittered my own life by the consciousness of having shor- 
tened her's. My lords, humanity triumphed over justice and 
public duty. I was constrained to turn loose upon the public 
an individual certainly deserving of punishment, because the 
law of the land gave me no opportunity of visiting her with a 
castigation short of death. My lords, upon this ground alone, 
and for the sake of public justice, this law ought, in my opi- 
nion, to be amended. For the sake of the injured, and not of 
the guilty, lam an enemy to inordinate severity. The pro- 
secutors are those who fear death, and not the persons offending. 


Lord Lauderdale-—How, my lords, can you compel an un- 
willing witness to state to the court and jury every matter he 
knows, which raay have the effect of injuring an offender whom 
he may pity under his misfortunes? In him, therefore, my lords, 
there virtually rests a power of mitigating the severity of the 
punishment. How, my lords, can you prevent the jury, through 
compassion, from forgetting their oaths, ‘and either acquit the 
guilty altogether, or mitigate the nature of the offence, in order 
to secure them from the severity of punishment? And lastly, 
my lords, with respect to the judges themselves, how can you 
prevent a judge, througha mistaken notion of compassion, 
trom respiting the offender, or recommending him to the royal 

mercy? 


Master of the Rolls.—It can scarcely be necessary to ob- 
serve, that the laws ought not in any country to be in direct 
opposition to the general opinion. So much of the execution 
ot law depends upon the public, that their concurrence in the - 
propriety or repugnance to the existence of the law, is always 
an object highly deserving of the consideration of every legis- 
lature. But important as it is to the administration of justice 
in every country, in England it is all in all. We have not any 
public prosecutor; the feelings and opinions of the party injured 
must consequently decide whether a prosecution shall be insti-— 
tuted or avoided. The offender may be guilty, the offence may 
have been committed, but the harshness of the punishment 
may prevent any prosecution, and, if instituted, must influence 
the witness—Our juries are selected from the people: they are 
to decide upon the guilt or innocence of the accused :—Is not 
their opinion deserving of the most serious attention? If the 
law is not approved by those upon whom its execution imme-— 
diately depends, will it not be relaxed, and will not guilt es- 
cape with impunity? Juries are now in a manner forced by their 
conceptions of the severity of the law, to assume a discretion 
which was never intented to be givento them. The exercise 
of any discretion by a jury is most dangerous. ‘They are sworn 
to try the issue, and to give a true verdict according to the 
evidence. Upon the sanctity of this oath, the trial by jury de- 
pends. Relax it, and think what may be the consequences. 
Ought laws to be so framed that there must be a continual strug- 
gle in the minds of your jurymen, whether they shall violate 
their consciences, or distress the best feelings of our nature 
by adhering to the law? The public opinion upon this subject 
cannot be misunderstood. The deviation by jurymen from the 
solemnity of their oaths, so far from being censured, has almost 
been sanctioned by great authorities under the loose phrase of 
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perjury. The consequencesare obvious: it now has become 
almost a matter of course for jurymen to avail themselves of 
every possible circumstance to acquit the prisoner of the 
capital part of the charge. They know, indeed, that the ex- 
ecutions are few; they cannot be unmindfuc of the lenity of 
the judges; but, notwithstanding this, they are unwilling to 
risk any thing; they will not trust to another the use of a dis- 
cretion which they have the power and disposition to exercise 
themeelves. But this evasion of the law does not stop with 
the prosecutors; nor is this mitigation of its severity confined 
to the juries: it extends higher:—it is easily discovered in the 
charges made by the judges from the bench:—it is seen in 
their constant intercesison for mercy : it is seen in the conduct 
of the King's advisers, who, influenced by the same anxiety to 
spare the lives of this class of offenders, readily apply and 
easily obtain from the throne a remission of the sentence. ‘This 
universal confederacy amongst the midding classes of society 
not to punish these offences by death; this conduct of the 
higher orders in dispensing with the law, is to me conclusive 
evidence that, in the advanced state of civilization in this coun- 
try, the punishment of death is too severe {or this crime, 





We have left ourselves but little room to enlarge on other 
topics of European intelligence ; but we have deemed this of 
too great importance to be passed over slightly, and the length 
to which we have gone in this, will plead our apology for the 
omission of ether European matter. 





MAURITIUS. 


Our readers will remember the account that we gave 
gometime since regarding the fate of the Iris, Free Trader, 
Captain Jones, which was wrecked on the Salomon Islands, and 
afterwards relieved by the French schooner La Vertu. 


In the Mauritius Gazette of the 8th of May, which has 
just came to hand, we find the following paragraph regarding 
this event. 

“ The schooner La Vertu which sailed from this Port on the 
14th of January, 1819, on a voyage to the Island of Peros 
Banhos, on the 8th February, being in the roads of Salomon’s 
Island, an English ship steering Northward struck in the pass- 
age; she proved to be the Iris of London, Captain Jones, bound 
to Bombay; the Captain took forcible possession of the schooner 
on the 14th, on which, himself, seven men, two ladies and two 
children, passengers, embarked, intending for Ceylon, but for 
want of water were obliged to putin Padang. Captain Legour 
reports that 14 or 15 men are still remaining on Salomon, 
Latitude 5. 20 S. Longitude 72. 25 E.” 


Speculations in rice for the supply of the Mauritius have, 
as we understand, been lately undertaken from Calcutta, under 
an impression of its being in great demand there.—The follow- 
ing paragraph from the Mauritius Gazette of the 15th-of May, 
which is published as a Government Notification, will tend to re- 
move that impression and show that it must be pretty abundant. 


“Jt having been represented te Government, that some of 
the Inhabitants who have suffered by the late Storms, cannot 
conveniently at this moment pay for the Provisions necessary 
for their Families and Slaves—Major General Darling, with a 
view to the accommodation of those Individuals, has been pleas- 
ed to order, that a portion ef the Rice belonging to Govern- 
ment, shall be disposed of on a credit of Six Months, at the 
rate ef 4 Dollars, 90 Cents per Bug of 150 lbs. in the same 
proportions as are specified in the Government Notice of the 
30th September, 1818.” 

The fellowing account of the loss of the Dutch ship of 
War on the Island of Diego Garcia, is from the last Siauritius 
Gazette received, of the 22d of May. 

“The American brig Pickering, Captain St. Edces, entered 
this Port on the 10th of April last, having on board some Oifi- 


- 
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’ cers and Seamen of the Dutch Royal Marine, 
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and part of the 
Crew of the Admiral Evertzen, a ship of the line seaecenian 


by Captain-Lieutenant Verheul, bearing the flag of Rear Ad. 
miral Buiskes,.Commander of the Order Military, . and lately 


Dutch Commissary General in the Indies, who also was on. 
board the said brig. 


Amongst the Passengers were the Councellor of State 


- Elout, Commander of the Order of the Belgian Lion, and late 


President Commissary General of the King of the Netherland’s 
Possessions in Asia, and Mr. Doeff, Chevalier of the Order of 


' the Belgian Lion, and Ci-devant Chief of the Residency of 


Japan. 

The Admiral Evertzen, sailed from the Straits of the 
Sound, on the 21st of March last, and towards the latter end of 
that month, was found to be in so very leaky a state, that note 
withstanding all the exertions made at the pumps, it was with 


| difficulty she could be kept afloat: Being in Latitude 15. 10 S. 


and 85. 20 E. of Greenwich, with strong Southerly winds and a 
heavy sea, the Admiral was induced to bear away for Diego 


, Garcia—This Island was discovered on the 8th of April, but 
| the prevalence of strong Southerly winds rendered the entrance 


into the Bay impracticable, mere especially from the strong 
contrary currents, 


In the interval, the American brig was descried, and Cap- 
tain Edes, having observed the signals of distress, made the 


_ ship, and with the most laudable exertions afforded every as- _ 


sistance in his power. 


The loss of the maintop-mast, the damages sustained in 
main-yard and rigging, and the fatigues the crew had under- 
gone in working at the pumps ten days and nights consecutivee 
ly without intermission, prevented the performance of the ne- 


' cessary manceuvres for keeping the wind.—Notwithstanding all 
- the exertions that were made, the leak was found to gain con- 
' siderably, and as the weather wore the appearance of becoming 


worse, the only consideration that remained was to devise the 
means of saving the lives of 340 men.—The Rear Admiral 
therefore resolved upon abandoning the ship at Sea, and happi« 
ly the whole were embarked on board the Pickering, which en- 
tered this Harbour in the night of the 10th of April. 


The Inhabitants of Diego Garcia cagerly afforded the 
shipwrecked all the assistance that lay in their power, a num- 
ber of whom have been left at this Island, and for whose relief 
preparations are already making. 


The cordial assistance of Governor Darling and Captain 
Collier, commanding the Royal English Frigate Liverpool, sta- 


tioned in this Port, will soon put an end to the sufferings exe 


perienced by all that have been shipwrecked.” 





ASIA. 

We have received Penang Gazettes to the end of June, 
and observe inthem the following articles of intelligence, which 
we give literally :— 

Penang —A Coroner’s Inquest was held on the 11th of 


_ May, at Sunghy Piot on the opposite shore, within the limits 


of the Honorable Company, on the body of Putay, a Malay, 

whose remains were found in the jungle on the 9th, in 2 

dreadfully :nangled state. It appeared, that the deceased had 

been missing the two preceding days, and from the state of 

the body being half devoured, it was concluded that he was 

carried away and destroyed by a tyger, the impressioa of that 
umal’s feet b.ing also discovered near the body. 


We are obliged to a friend for the following extract of a 
Letter written from Pedier Roads, by a passenger on board one 


of the ‘Transports: 


Pedier Roads, June 2.—“ You will hear by the James Scott, 
which. returns to Penang, of the abominable weather that has 
forced us back into this place. We hope to be able to try our 
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luck again in a day or two, and are in the mean time very busy 
collecting such supplies for the sepoys as this miserable place 
affords. 


“Our touching here may prove of some public use, as it 
will give us an opportunity of taking to Calcutta the latest and 
most authentic intelligence respecting the state of this country 
and of the affairs of its Sultan, Jowhar Ailum. Colonel O’Hal- 
Joran, whose ideas of a Sultan were of course all founded on the 
Nabobs of Lucknow and other great Princes of India, landed 
here in state shortly after our arrival; his surprize and embar- 
rassment were rather amusing when he saw a poor creature sur- 
rounded only by a set of half starved Chooliahs, sitting in a 
wretched common Artap house. The King, however, behaved 
with much civility, and talked a great deal about his future 
plans and operations. He said (which I can scarcely credit) 
that the late Commissioners had promised by their Treaty to 
send him immediately from Penang a Lac of Rupees, and a 
large supply of Military Stores; and that his Prime Minister 
had gone to receive them. He applied to the officers of the 
20th Regt. for a Book on Drill, saying that he was going to raise 
a Corps of 600 men, and that the moment his Military Stores 
arrived, he intended to march, with his great guns in front, all 
along the sandy beach from Pedier to his good city of Acheen! 
I dare say he will never be able to execute one half of his pre- 
sent intentions, for he does not appear to have one respectable 
native near him, and seems to possess a considerable portion of 
that kind of good nature which generally goes by a harder 
name. I make no doubt, if his story about the money and 
Military Stores be true, the former will soon be squandered away, 
and the latter share the same fate with the handsome service of 
porcelain which Lord Minto sent him some years ago, but the 
greater part of which was shortly after hawked about Penang 
for sale.” 


The following Letter appears in the Gazette of the 19th 
of June, as an official notification :— 


To Captain BURNEY, 


Military Secretary to the Honorable 
Sir, the Governor, &c..8c. &c. 


Agreeably to the orders of the Honorable the Governor 
communicated to us this morning, we have the honor to inform 
you that we proceeded on board the native brig “Salaamut” ar- 
rived from Malacca, and carefully inspected the Crew and Pas- 
sengers of that vessel, whom we are happy to report are free 
from all disease, and enjoying the most perfect state of health. 


In reference to the impression which has lately excited 
much general alarm in the settlement, relative to the pre- 
valence of Cholera Morbus, we are enabled to state with much 
pleasure after the most sedulous investigation, that it appears 
to us to be wholly unfounded, and that we have not detected 
a single authenticated case of this dangerous disease. 


We beg further to add, that such derangement of the 
howels as have recently fallen under our notice, have been of 
the ordinary description, and unattended wh any symptoms 
which can justify either suspicion or alarm. 
GEO. ALEXANDER, Aectg. Supt. Surgeon. 
B. C. HENDERSON, Assistant Surgeon. 
GEO. LITTLE, Assistant Surgeon. 

Fort Cornwallis, June 15, 1819. 


Kurnaul.—A letter from this station, dated the 5th of July, 
mentions the arrival there of the 2nd Battalion 5th Regiment, 
on the 28th of June, under Major Patten, and of the 6th Light 
Cavalry, under Major Thomson, on the morning the letter was 
written. 

“There is a report here, says the writer, that His Lordship 
is coming up the country this year. Some say that he is going 





to settle the Sikh provinces between this and the Sutluj, and 
that this is the cause of the troops drawing gradually towards 
this quarter. 

A few months ago we had on. this frontier only two Batta- 
lions of Native Infantry; now we have four, besides a Regiment’ 
of Horse, and some say there are more still coming. 


A Compe in the Sikh country would be more popular 
than a march into Rajpootana, where (whatever interested peo- 
ple may write in the Papers to the contrary,) they are wretch- 
edly off for common necessaries, and the very water which 
they get after sinking wells of seventy or eighty feet deep, is 
frequently so salt, that it cannot be used even to water a. 
garden, if indeed they had a garden to water. 


I should not be at all surprized if the cantonments were 
obliged. to be removed to some place where better quarters 
may be procured, although several Officers have built houses at 
a great expence; but there are no public works yet built, so 
that in case the removal should happen, the Government will 
not lose by it.” 


_ dJionpore.—Onr scientific and intelligent Correspondent from 
this station, has furnished us, in a Letter dated the 15th of July, 
with the following information: 


“From the 23d of June to the Ist of July, the quantity of 
rain that fell here, was as follows: 


June 23d, ... 0.16 June 27th, ... 0.0 


24th, ... 0.96 28th, ... 1.36 
25th, ... 0.55 29th, ... 835 
26th, ... O56 July ist, .. 62 





Total 3.95 


Since which we have had a strong east-wind without a drop- 
of rain, and for the last three days we have resumed the use 
of tatties. 


All the Indigo, Indian corn, and other grains of the season, 
which the rain had brought above ground have perished, ex- 
cepting those which have been watered. Partial showers have 
occurred in the neighbourhood, but not enough tobe of service.. 


I hear that the season has been equally unfavorable all 
along the north bank of the Ganges, west of Chuprah. In 
Goruckpore a little rain has fallen; Barley sells at seven seers 
of 96 rupees weight for the rupee, and other grain in the same 
proportion, The ryots are emigrating from every part of the 
country in northerly direction. I am tald they goto the Turra,ee. 


The sky has been cloudy during the whole of the day, 
ever since the east-wind commenced; but the clouds been con- 
fined to the enlightened half of the globe; for within an bour 
after sun-set they have always disappeared, and left the sky 
clear through the night and until the approach of sun-rise. 


Since the first part of the month, the Barometer has rang- 
ed from 29.2 to 29.4.” 








Fiilitarp. 


General Orders, by His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor Ge- 


neral in Council. 
FORT WILLIAM, Jury 17, 1819; 


Captain C. H. Campbell, of the Artillery Regiment, is appoint- 
ed to officiate as Assistant Secretary to Government in the Military 
Department, from the Ist proximo, on a stail salary of rupees (400) 
four hundred per mensem. 


The Most Noble the Governor General in Council is pleased 
to make the following Removal and Appointment: 

Lieutenant Colonel Robert Morrell, from the Cawnpore Pro- 
vincial Battalion, to Command the Moorshedabad Provincial Bat- 
—_ vice Captain Canning appointed Political Agent at Aurun- 
gavad. 
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Licutenant S: P. C. Hamfrays, of the 18th Regiment of Na- 
tive Infantry, to be Sub-Assistant Commissary General, vice Hun- 
ter deceased. 

The undermentioned Gentlemen having produced Certificates 
of their appointment as Cadets of Cavalry and Infantry on this esta- 
blishment, are admitted to the Service accordingly, and severally 
promoted te the rank of Cornet and Ensign, leaving the dates of 
their Commissions to be adjusted hereafter. 


Cavalry.—Mr. John Dixon Dyke. 


Infantry —Mr. James William Dunbar, Mr. Ninian Lowis, 
Mr. fo aocay Ath ang Mr. Heary Cinamon Williams, and Mr. Kd- 
ward Poole. 


His Lordship in Council is pleased to transfer Local Cornet 
W. O’Brien, of Sneyd’s Frontier Horse, to the Champaran Light 
Infantry Battalion as an Ensign with Local. ravk, to supply the 
vacancy occasioned by the decease of Local Ensign Cameron. 


Serjeant Major Hubert Vanstraten, of the 2d Battalion 18th 
Regiment of Native Infantry, is admitted-to the benefits of the 
Pension established by Minutes of Council of the 11th January, 
2797, and permitted to reside and draw his stipend at Monghier. 


Quarter Master Serjeant James. Mason, of the 2d Battalion 
26th Regiment of Native Infantry, is re-admitted to the benefits of 
Pension. established by minutes of Council of the 11th January,, 
1797, with permission to reside and draw his stipend at Monghier. 


Serjeant L. Laine is admitted to the benefits of the pension 
established by minutes of Council of the 11th of January,-1797. 


Regimental and Battalion Staff Officers being no longer eli- 
gible to the command of Troops or Companies, are to be disconti- 
nued on the muster rolls of such; they are to be returned as “ ef- 
fective staff” on the strength of ‘Corps, and mustered on the rolls of 
their respective Department. 


The revised organization of the Ordnance Commissariat De- 
partment having introduced new ranks of warrant officers, and 
fixed the allowance of this class of public servants without speci- 
fying the net pay of each rank, which generally regulates the Fur- 
lough Pay, as well as the Retiring and the Invalid pension; the 
Most Nobile the Governor General in Council, adverting .to these 
circumstances, deems it proper to lay down a scale of Furlough 
Pay and Pensions to Warrant Officers, with attention to the rates 
already sanctioned by the Honourable the Court of Directors in the 
cases of Deputy Commissary and Conducter of Ordnance, 


Furlough Pay. 

7 ‘ £ ea d. 

Commissary,......ssceeeesceeeeeeeeeees Per Annum 182. 10- 0 

Deputy Commissary,......-.--- eeeeeceee secesesene OL 5 O 

Assist. Commissary and Deputy Assist. Commissary, 80 0 0 
Conductor and Riding Master,..........seeceeeeee 75 O 

Sub-Conductor and Assistant Riding Master,...... 45 12 6 


The indulgence of Furlough to Warrant. Officers to be restrict- 
ed as at present to cases of duly certified Sickness, when the Pas- 
sage money of Subaltern, viz. 1500 Rupees, will be granted to De- 
puty Commissarics, Assistant Commissaries, and Deputy Assistant 
Commissaries, and an allowance of 1000 Rupees as passage money 
to Conductors, and all others of inferior rank. 

Retiring Pension, 
dit £sd. 
Commissary, ....-..++++e++ee++eee0e4 Per Annum 182 10 0 


Deputy Commissary, ...6-+--+-eeeeeceeeeerseceee OL GF O 
Assist. Commissary and Deputy Assist. Commissary, 74 2 9} 
Conductor and Riding Master,........eeseeeeses. 680 0 0 
Sub-Conductor and Assistant Riding Master, ...... 55 12 6 


To entitle Warrant Officers to retire in Europe on the Pension 
of their respective ranks they must have served in India, and the 
Departmeut for the periods prescribed in the Letter from the Ho- 
norable the Court of Directors, dated the 8th of April, 1807, pub- 
lished in Government General Orders of the 12th of October of the 
same year, Vix 


Invalid Pension. 
27 12 
25 Years in India, ineluding ; 14 In the Department. 
2 17 


Warrant Officers, including those in the Medical branch of the 
Service, when transfered to the Invalid Pension Establishment, 
will receive the following allowances, 





Commissary, Pay and half Batta of a Captain. 
Deputy Commissary, Pay and half Batta of a Lieutenant. 


Assistant Commissary, and Deputy Assistant Commissary, Pay 
and half Batta of an Ensiga.- 


Conductor, Riding Master, Sub-Conductor, Assistant Riding 
Master, Pay and half Batta of their respective Ranks. ; 


Apothecary, ............ . Per mensem, St. Rs. 60 
Assistant Apothecary,.............cceceeeeees 382 
Hospital Steward,............ Coccaccccsccccece, OO 
Assistant Hospital Steward,.................. 32 


The existing rule by which Warrant Officers are not eligible to 
the Invalid Pension Establisbment until reported incapable of fur- 


md duty in the effective branch of the Service, is to continue im 
orce. 


When a Warrant Officer is deemed unequal to the discharge 
of his duties, the nature of his case is to be ascertained by a Me- 
dical Committee, composed of two or more Medical Officers, of 


be the senior Medical Officer at the station is always to be Pre- 
sident. 


The proceedings of the Committee are to be submitted to 
Government with the Commander in Chiet’s recommendation for 
transferring a Warrant Officer to the Invalid Pension list. 


If a Warrant Officer when transferred to the Invalid Pension 
establishment, shall not have served due half the period in India, 
and in the Department to which he belongs, as: already specifier, 
he will be entitled to the Pension only: of the rank next below that 
which he holds at the date of transfer. A roll shewing the indivi- 
dual’s length of Service in India, and the Departmeut, to be fur 
nished to Gevernment on such’ occasions. 


The pensions granted under the present regulation are te be 
considered inclusive of those which Warrant Officers are entitled 
to from Lord Clive’s Fund. 


Although it has not been deemed necessary to admit the War- 
rant Medical Gflicers to the benefits of Farlough, or to retire on a 
Pension in Europe, yet shonld any individual of this class establish 
a fair claim to the indulgence, the Governor General in Council will 
be prepared to give the circumstances of his case a favourable con- 
sideration, on their being brought under his notice by the Com- 
mander in Chief. 


Warrants will be issued to the several description of Warrant 
Officers mentioned in this order, chargeable with the following fees. 


Commissary,....... OF cee rrr ee --.Ja. Rs. 45 
Deputy Commissary,.............. ceceecenees BO 
Assistant Commissary,...... crcccecccceccccces DO 


Deputy Assistant Commissary,...........ee00+5 25 
Conductor and Riding Master,...........+..... 20 
Sub-Conductor and Assistant Riding Master,.... 15 


Apotheoary,.........-05 eoerccees covccercccss. 
Steward, ..ccccecccceccee wocccccccccccccewees 16 
Assistant Apothecary,..........ceeseeeeeees 10 
a... 





In order to prevent misapprehension on the part of Command- 
ing Officers of Districts or others, the Most Noble the Governor 
General in Council is pleased to direct, that, with reference to Ge- 
neral Orders of the 3d of June last, the charge and construction of 
all Public Buildings shall remain with and be carried on by the 
Officers at present in charge, whether of the Commissariat or. 
others, until instructions are received for their regular transfer 
from the Military Board, to whom the orders of Government. have 
been communicated on the subject. * 


W. CASEMENT, Lieut. Col. Sec, to Govt. Mily. Dept. 


General Orders, by the Commander in Chief, Head-quarters, Calcutta, 
July 17, 1819. 

Assistant Surgeon Bellamy, doing duty with the Ist Battalion 
20th Regiment N. Lis posted to the 2nd Battalion 14th Regiment 
at Dinapore, and directed to join with all convenient expedition. 

Assistant Surgeon Wray, is posted to the Honourable Compa- 
ny’s European Regiment, but will coniinue in medical charge of 
the 2nd Battalion 14th Regiment, until relieved by Mr. Bellamy. 

The Serjeants.and Corporals of Artillery appointed to the 
Rungpore Local Battalion, and to the ee and Goruck- 

. pore Light Jafaatry Battalions, with the Gun Lascars, transferred 
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to those corps under the arrangement, published in General Orders 
on the 3rd instant, are to proceed to their destinations by water. 
By.the same opportunity the Golundauz now at Dum-Dum, be- 
longing to the 9th Company 4th Battalion Artillery Regiment, will 
join the Head-quarters of the Company at Dinapore. 

The undermentioned oflicers have leave of absence: 

Lieutenant Odell, 1st Battalion 21st N. I. from 10th August to 
10th November, to visit the piesidency, preparatory to applying 
for permission to proceed to For! St. George, on private affairs. 

Lieutenant Homfrays, Ist Battalion 18th N.1. from Ist August 
to Ist December, to visit the presidency, preparatory to applying 
for permission to proceed to sea for the benefit of his health. 


Head-quarters, Calcutta, July 19, 1819. 

Assistant Surgeon J. Hall, attached to the Ist Battation 25th 
Regiment, is posted to the Sirmoor Battalion, in room of Assistant 
Surgeon Ledman, removed to the former Corps. 

The andermentioned Officers have leave of absence. 

Major Lamb, ist Battalion 26th Regiment, to proceed to the 
Presidency, in order to go to Sea, on Medical Certificate, from the 
30th of June, to the 3st of October. 

Cornet Kerr, Sneyd’s Horse, on his private affairs, to proceed 
to Benares, from the 3d of July, to the Ist of Sepiember. 








Head quarters, Caleutta, July 20, 1819. 

In consideration ef circumstances which have been represented 
by the Clothing Board, the Commander in Chief is pleased to 
sanction the preparation of the Clothing for 1819 for Provincial 
Battalions according to the pattern which has heretofore been fol- 
Jowed, 

Circumstances not admitting of any Saddles or other Horse 
appointments being transferred trom the Cavalry Depot, the di- 
rection to that effect, given in General Orders of the 14th of April 
last, is cancelled ; and Officers Commanding Regiments of Light 
Cavalry will indent for the full number of those articles required 
for the additional Squadron. 
JAS. NICOL, Adjt. Genl. of the Army. 











Cholera fiarbus, 


To the Editor of the Calcutta Journal. 

Sir, 

I have just read with amazement your remark upon the 
Letter of Captain Loch, which lately appeared in the India 
Gazette; I perfectly agree with you in the opinion expressed 
in your Journal; and I must say, unpalatable as'the declaration 
may appear, that I could not have believed such wanton 
callosity of heart, such apathy to the miseries of suffering hu- 
manity, could have existed in a single British breast, as the 
writing, and more particularly the publishing of that Letter 
indicates. 

Of the state of the disease on board the ships in the 
river 1 have of course no means of obtaining information; but 
I submit the following extract of a Letter just received from 
2 most respectable resident of the Tirhoot district. 

“The Cholera here has of late been very severe; Lau- 
danum and Calomei have often failed; out of one hundred and 
sixty hill-men who arrived here a few days ago, between seven- 
ty and eighty of them were served with it, and twenty-two 
died after getting medicine.” 

Another Letter, which I had yesterday an opportunity 
of perusing, mentions that at Dinapore, lately, in two days 
eleven men died belonging to the European Regiment; one 
hundred and eighty were in Hospital; and about the same num- 
ber convulescents. 

Tell this to the facetious gentleman of the Bankshall and 
his senseless and unfeeling defenders; and ask them, whether 
in the face of a British Public, such facts, are only calculated te 
excite derision and merriment! 


Cawnpore, July 12, 1819. HUMINATAS: 





Domestic Occurrences, 


MARRIAGES, 
At Calcutta, J. C, Burton, Esq. to Miss Caroline Farquhar. 
BIRTHS, 


July 2. At Chittagong, the Lady of Charles Mackenzie, Esq. of the 
Civil Service, of a Daughter. 
8. AtFuttyghur, the Lady of Conductor. Thorpe, of the Ord- 
bance Commissariat, of a Son, 
DEATHS, 


May 19, At Bencoolen, whether he had come Yor the parpose of pro. 
ceeding to Sea for the benefit of his health, W. N, Brietzeke, 
Esq. late Assistant to the Resident at Moco-Moco, and Son to 
the late Colonel ‘Charles Brictzeke, of the Bengal Establish- 
ment, aged 19 years. 

June 4. At Port Louis, William Toosey, Esq. late Acting Collector of 
Government Customs at Bencoolen, 

16. At Futtyghur, Miss Mary Aune Davis, aged 8 years and 6 

months—a most promising child. 


OS NE PRT FET SR TD 
Subscriptions for the Inhabitants of Piteairn’s Island. 








We have to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from a philan- 
thropie Friend at Jionpore, authorizing the payment of One Hun- 
dred Rupees on account of the Subscription invited on behalf of 
these Islanders, and suggesting several articles of probable utility 
to be sent to them. 

We trust this laudable example will be followed up by others ; 
but as it may not be im the power of every one to contribute so 
largely, we are authorized by Mr. Smith to say that the smallest 
donations will be received, and a statement exhibited. to each of the 
Subscribers of the actual receipts aud disbursements. 


Fa TEE WC REE PL ISP, 
Shipping Jutelligence. 


CALCUTTA ARRIVALS. 
Flags Commanders 





July.Names of Vessels Trom whence Left 


22 Layton British W. Morgan Madras July 17 
32 Glorious British J. Patterson Madras July 16 
22. Sachem Amer. MH. Bancroft’. Penang July 7 
22 Fair Trial British C.F. Davis Madras “+. July 2 


CALCUTTA DEPARTURES, 
None ) 








Pautical Motices, 


The ship Calcutta, Captain J. R. Stroyan, for the Cape and 
Liverpool, will drop down the river and sail for her destination in 
four or five days. 

The Guide, Captain Higgins, was to leave Penang on the 14th 
of June, for Calcutta, and on tbe 17ib, the Union, Captain Skitter, 
for the Coast and Calcutta. 

The Edward Strettell, for Madras, and Hayston, for the Coast 
and Calcutta, were to leave Port Louis a few days after the Re- 
source, which has arrived here. . 


The ship Belle Alliance left Port Loujs on the 5th of June for 


oe — 


London, and the brig Favorite on the 9th for Batavia. 








Commercial Beports, 


The following is extracted from a Bombay Price Current of 
the 28th of June: 

The quantity of Cotton remaining to the northward. does not 
exceed 12,000 bales, including Company’s; the imports have fallea 
short this year compared with the last 58,675 Private and Compa- 
by’s 14,222 bales. 

Achmood, best, 250; Surat, 250; Bownaghin, 240; Dolenah, 
240; Cutch, 285; China Market, 192 to 205 Rupees per Surat 
Canty of 7 cwt. free on board. 
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